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DRAGONFLY MIGRATIONS OBSERVED IN 
NEBRASKA IN 19691 
Neva C. Pruess 
During September, 1969 there 
were many reiports of unusually 
large concentrations of dragonflies 
in eastern Nebraska and western 
Iowa. Ono September 6, I observed 
a migrational flight passing over 
our home in Lincoln. I have seen 
one specimen collected the evening 
of that flight; it was Anax junius, 
the large Aeshnid dragonfly com-
monly called the green darner. 
About 6 :30 P.M., CDT, I noticed 
that large dragonflies were passing 
overhead in a steady stream, all 
headed in the same SSE direction. 
Most were flying at least 20 feet off 
the ground and maintaining a 
straight flight line. Occasionally in-
dividuals would deviate briefly from 
the flight direction and I noted 
several pursuing prey. With binocu-
lars I could see dragonflies moving 
in this manner as far to the east 
and west and as far up as the bi-
nocular power permitted. 
I took 10 counts of the individuals 
visible to the unaided eye, passing 
directly over my head, in an area 
about 20 feet wide, during a 15 
second interval. The numbers counted 
were: 32, 38, 29, 35, 28, 31, 30, 27, 
28, 31; a mean of 30.9 or approxi-
mately 123 per minute. 
Mr. Lloyd Andersen of the Uni-
versity of Nebraska Entomology De-
partment who lives 2.1 miles SSE of 
my home, directly on the line of 
flight, was also observing it. The 
flight stopped abruptly at my loca-
tion at 7 :44 P.M. It continued at 
the Andersen home another 6 min-
utes until 7 :50 P.M. This indicates 
that the dragonflies were traveling 
approximately 20 MPH. 
In Omaha, 50 miles northeast of 
Lincoln, a similar flight was occur-
ring on the same evening at the same 
time. Dr. R. G. Cortelyou observed 
it at his home from about 7:15 to 
7 :45 P.M. Mr. Grover Bramel, who 
lives a scant mile almost due south 
of the Cortelyous, observed the flight 
from his 16th floor apartment, ap-
proximately 200 feet above ground 
level, on the west side of Omaha's 
Masonic Manor. He described the 
flight in a letter to me as follows: 
"Looking through 7 x 35 binoculars 
in a westwardly direction and up-
ward at a 60 degree angle, I could 
see the dragonflies as far as the 
binoculars would reach. The con-
centration of the insects seemed to 
be of uniform density throughout 
the range of vision, all flying in 
straight lines SSE at a good speed." 
On the night of September 5 Mr. 
Glenn LeDioyt drove to Omaha from 
O'Neill, Nebraska, about 130 miles 
to the northwest, and passed through 
large masess of dragonflies several 
times. Mrs. Herbert Weston reported 
unusual concentrations of dragon-
flies in the Beatrice area in mid-
September. Several University of 
Nebraska Entomology students re-
ported seeing large numbers of 
dragonflies in western Iowa and 
southeastern Nebraska the weekend 
of September 6. 
It seems likely that Anax junius 
was the species involved in these 
flights. Various observers at other 
times have reported it moving in 
IPublished with the approval of the 
Director as paper No. 2906, Journal 
Series, Nebraska Agricultural Ex-
periment Station, and Contribution 
No. 339 of the Department of Ento-
mology, University of Nebraska, 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68503 
2Research Associate in Entomology, 
Department of Entomolog'Y, Uni-
versity of Nebraska, Lincoln, Ne-
braska 68503 
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large numbers in definite directions. 
Walker (1958) believed that the 
southeastern Canadian populations 
of this species are maintained 
by a north - south migration. 
Fully mature individuals which 
appear in Canada in May are pre-
sumed to have emerged farther 
south and to have migrated north. 
Larval exuviae and teneral indi-
viduals are rarely found in Canada 
before August. The individuals 
emerging in August and September 
are the progeny of the previous 
year's adults since the period of 
larval development in this species is 
approximately a year. These late 
summer individuals are presumed to 
migrate south. Corbet (1963) points 
out that the remarkable feature of 
such a migration is that adults of 
one generation fly north and those 
of the next south. He suggests that 
the sun may be used for directional 
orientation during such flights and 
that photoperiod and temperature 
during larval development may be 
involved in the orientating mechan-
ism. 
Anax juniu8 occurs in the south-
ern portion of the prairies and west-
ern provinces of Canada but it is 
not as abundant as in the southeast-
ern part of the country. The popu-
lations of the northern plains states 
may maintain the same north-south 
alternate generation migrational pat-
terns as Walker postulated for the 
eastern Canadian area. The unusual 
abundance of these insects in N e-
braska in 1969 may have resulted 
from the migration of an exception-
ally large generation from the 
northern tier of states and southern 
Canada. 
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SANDHILL CRANES 
Mary M. 
On April 5, 1970 I was sitting in 
a blind near Elm Creek watching 
Sandhill Cranes. A large new mi-
grant flock of birds came in. Among 
them was a bird nearly twice the 
size of the others; this bird also had 
a noticeably heavier bill than is 
usual with our Sandhill Cranes. I 
thought it probably was a repre-
sentative of the Greater Sandhill 
Crane race; this form of the bird is 
found in Michigan and in Oregon, 
but is not known to occur regularly 
in the migration path followed by 
the Lesser race which we see along 
the Platte. 
I photographed the bird although 
the distance was quite far. Photo-
graphs were sent to the Patuxent 
Research Center, who agreed with 
the identification. They forwarded 
the pictures to Mr. John W. Aldrich 
of the Fish and Wildlife Service in 
Tremaine 
Washington, who has been in charge 
of study of cranes and who knows 
a great deal about them. He agreed 
that the large bird in the picture 
was almost certainly a Greater 
Sandhill Crane, and suspected that 
two birds to the right of the pic-
ture, tall and one showing a heavy 
bill, probably were Greaters, also. 
A partial albino Lesser Sandhill 
Crane was in the same flock as con-
tained the Greater Sandhill Cranes. 
This albino bird had normal color-
ing on the head!, neck, and tail, but 
the wings and back were white with 
a patch of brown. The farmer who 
owns the pasture said that an ex-
ceptionally large crane was present 
in the spring of 1969, and that a 
similar partial albino crane was also 
present in 1969. 
In further correspondence Mr. Al-
drich wrote in part: 
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"I used the name greater sandhill 
crane in the sense it is used by most 
current classifications of this spe-
cies including the 'A. O. U. Checklist 
of North American Birds', 1957 edi-
tion and 'The Sandhill Cranes' by 
Lawrence H. Walkinshaw, Bulletin 
No. 29, Cranbrook Institute of Sci-
ence 1949. This classification di-
vided the breeding populations of 
sandhill cranes north of Florida and 
the Gulf coast into a small subspe-
cies, the lesser sandhill, Crus cana-
densis canadensis, of the Artic tun-
dra and a larger form further south, 
the greater sandhill, Grus canaden-
sis tabida. On this basis the large 
birds in your photograph would 
seem to fit the later type - the great-
er sandhill crane. 
"For some time ornithologists 
have been aware of intermediate 
sized sandhill cranes which to some 
extent combined the characters of 
both subspecies. Walkinshaw in his 
book (cited above) located the breed~ 
ing area of birds of this type in 
forested country of the northern 
part of the Canadian Provinces of 
Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Monito-
ba and the southern part of Macken-
zie. More recently Walkinshaw de-
scribed and named this intermediate 
population as a distinct subspecies, 
which he called the Canadian sand-
hill crane Grus canadensis rowani, 
in The Canadian Field Naturalist 
Vol 70, no. 3, pp. 181-184, 1965. 
"I have examined the measure-
ments of a large number of migrant 
sandhill cranes from the Great 
Plains area, including the Platte 
River of Nebraska, and a goodly 
number of these fit the description 
of rowani. If you wish to consider 
this intermediate sized population 
from C'entral Canada a distinct sub-
species then I believe that it is high-
ly probable that the large birds in 
your, pictures belong to it. It would 
be impossible to distinguish large 
examples of this population in the 
field from typical greater sandhill 
cranes which breed from Michigan 
to Minnesota and also from Wyom-
ing west to Idaho and other Great 
Basin states. We have enough evi-
dance now to show that the main 
migration route of row ani is from its 
breeding ground in Central Canada 
southward through the Great Plains 
to Texas. The main flight of these 
birds seems to be somewhat to the 
east of that of the lesser sandhill 
although overlapping it. It is con-
siderably to the west of the main 
flight of the eastern segment of 
greater sandhills which terminates 
chiefly in Florida. It is also con-
siderably to the east of the main 
flight of the western segment of 
greaters which winters from central 
New Mexico westward. 
"I believe this discussion will nelp 
you to understand the relationship 
of the geographic races or subspe-
cies of sandhill cranes and how the 
birds you are observing along the 
Platte fit into the picture. These 
subspecies are geographically and to 
a large extent ecologically segre-
gated on their breeding grounds al-
though interbreeding where their 
ranges adjoin. In migration indi-
viduals of different races inter-
mingle' although tending to be geo-
graphically separated there also. 
"In view of the impossibility of 
being certain of the subspecific 
identification of sandhill cranes 
away from their breeding area, at-
tempts to make counts of any par-
ticular kind would probably have 
little value other than to suggest 
areas where specimens might be 
taken for more definitive study. i[)T. 
James Lewis, Assistant Unit Leader 
of the Oklahoma Cooperative Wild-
life Research Unit, Oklahoma De-
partment of Wildlife Conservation, 
Oklahoma State University, Still-
water, Oklahoma 74074, is making 
such studies of sandhill cranes in 
the middle Great Plains regions and 
he might be interested in your ob-
servations." 
26 Nebraska Bird Review 
THE SIXTY-NINTH ANNUAL MEETING 
The 4-H camp in the Nebraska 
National Forest, near Halsey, was 
the site of the Sixty-ninth Annual 
Meeting on May 16 and 17, 1970. 
Eighty-seven signed the register, 
and this unusually high figure prob-
ably was due to the location. 
The program consisted of: 
Birds of the Pine Ridge, Profes-
sor Doris Gates, Chadron State Col-
lege. 
Studies of Breeding Long-billed 
Curlew, Dr. Mary Tremaine, Uni-
versity of Nebraska Medical School. 
Some Observations on Sandhill 
Cranes, Charles Frith, Biologist, 
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
Golden Eagle Nests in the North-
ern Panhandle of Nebraska, pre-
sented by Professor Gates for David 
A very, a student at Chadron State 
College. 
Traveling in Africa, Oona S.- Bas-
sett, Tryon. 
Incubation Behavior, Dr. Larry C. 
Holcomb, Creighton University. 
Behavior of a Male Lesser x 
Greater Prairie Chicken Hybrid, Dr. 
Roger S. Sharpe, University of Ne-
braska at Omaha (presented by tape 
recording because of unexpected 
committments) . 
Report on the Environmental 
Teach-in, Dr. Larry C. Holcomb, 
Creighton University. 
At the business meeting the Presi-
dent, Dr. Holcomb, reported on the 
status of the project to establish 
a foundation which would enable 
NOU to accept and administer gifts 
for conservation purposes. All of-
ficers were re-elected: Dr. Larry C. 
Holcomb, Omaha, President; Dr. 
Mildred (Mrs. Everett W.) Gross, 
Crete, Vice-President; Dr. Neva 
(Mrs. Ken) Pruess, Lincoln, Secre-
tary; Mrs. Sigvald Jensen, Weeping 
Water, Treasurer; Kent Fiala, Be-
atrice, Custodian; and Dr. R. G. 
Cortelyou, Omaha, Editor. 
An invitation extended by Dr. 
Sharpe to hold the 1971 meeting at 
the University of Nebraska at Oma-
ha was accepted. 
Dean Anthony J. Catana, Jr., of 
Doane College, Crete, gave the talk 
at the banquet, "The Beat of Pass-
ing Wings", with primary attention 
to the efforts to preserve the proper 
habitat for the Kirtland's Warbler. 
Both Saturday and Sunday morn-
ings the grouse blind's in the Forest 
were used to observe Sharp-tailed 
Grouse dancing. A total of 131 spe-
cies were recorded during the meet-
ing: 125 on field trips Sunday (some 
off of the Forest) and 6 others 
(marked *) were recorded earlier 
but not on Sunday. Horned, Eared, 
and Pied-billed Grebes; White Peli-
can, Double - crested Cormorant, 
Great Blue and Green Herons, 
American Bittern, Canada Goose, 
Mallard, Gadwall, Pintail, Green -
winged and Blue-winged Teal, 
American Widgeon, Redhead, Lesser 
Scaup, Ruddy Duck. 
Turkey Vulture; Cooper's*, Red-
tailed, Swainson's, Ferruginous, 
Marsh, and Sparrow Hawks; Sharp-
tailed Grouse, Bobwhite, Ring-
necked Pheasant, Turkey*, Ameri-
can Coot, Killdeer, Common Snipe, 
Long-billed Curlew, Upland Plover, 
Spotted Sandpiper, Willet, Lesser 
Yellow legs; White-rumped, Baird's, 
Lea,st, and Semipalmated Sandpip-
ers; Sanderling, American Avocet; 
Wilson's and Northern Phalarope. 
Herring and Franklin's Gulls, 
Common and Black Terns, Mourning 
Dove; Great Horned, Burrowing, and 
Long-eared* Owls; Poor-will, Chim-
ney Swift, Belted Kingfisher, Flick-
er (both types); Red-headed, Hairy, 
and Downy Woodpeckers; Eastern 
and Western Kingbirds, Great 
Crested Flycatcher, Eastern Phoebe, 
Traill's and Least Flycatchers, East-
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ern Wood Pewee, Horned Lark; 
Rough - winged, Barn, and Cliff 
Swallows; Blue Jay, Black-billed 
Magpie, Common Crow, Clark's 
Nutcracker, Black-capped Chicka-
dee, Red-breasted Nuthatch, House 
Wren, Catbird, Brown Thrasher, 
Robin, Swainson's and Gray-cheeked 
Thrush, Eastern Bluebird, Golden-
crowned* and Ruby-crowned* King-
lets, Cedar Waxwing, Loggerhead 
Shrike, Starling; Bell's, Red-eyed 
and Warbling Vireos; Black-and-
white, Orange - crowned, Yellow, 
Townsend's, and Blackpoll Warblers; 
Yellowthroat, Yellow-breasted Chat, 
American Redstart, House Sparrow. 
Bobolink, Eastern and Western 
Meadowlarks, Yellow - headed and 
Redwinged Blackbirds, Orchard and 
Baltimore Orioles, Common Grackle, 
Brown-headed Cowbird, Cardinal; 
Rose-breasted, Black-headed, and 
Blue Grosbeaks; Lazuli Bunting, 
Dickcissel, Pine Siskin, American 
Goldfinch, Rufous-sidedl Towhee, 
Lark Bunting; Grasshopper, Vesper, 
Lark, Chipping, Clay-colored, Field, 
Harris', White-crowned, Lincoln's 
and Song* Sparrows. 
The Clark's Nutcrackers (at least 
two) were seen around the Forest 
Service headquarters area by var-
ious parties during the period of the 
meeting. A comment on their re-
cent abundance is in the March is-
sue (NBR 38:17). 
The Townsend's Warbler was 
seen twice (assuming it was the 
same individual) about half an hour 
and about a couple of blocks apart, 
on the hillside west of the head-
quarters building, by Lee and Tom 
Morris, C. W. Huntley, and R. G. 
Cortelyou. There was adequate time 
to allow checking with Peterson's 
Western Guide to be sure of the 
identification. 
1969 (TWELFTH) FALL OCCURRENCE REPORT 
Two hundred and fifty two spe-
cies are shown in this report, com-
pared to 239 in 1968, 235 in 1967, 
and 258 in 1966. If it had been pos-
sible to identify the Empidonax spe-
cies reported the count probably 
would have been higher. 
The information is presented in 
rough west (left) to east (right) 
order, with locations of about the 
same longitude listed with the north-
ernmost first. Two dates indicate the 
first and last record during the 
period. 
The symbols used are: 
Jl, Au, Sp, 0, N, D for the months. 
S - to indicate a species which ar-
rived before July 1. 
- W to indicate a species which 
remained after December 31. 
P to indicate a species which is 
present all the year, although the 
same individuals may not be present 
during the whole year, and the nqm-
bers present may vary greatly be-
tween summer and winter. 
x to indicate that the date of the 
month was not reported. 
For Brown County, S indicates 
summer residents, W winter resi-
dents, and M species in migration. 
The reporting locations, contribu-
tors, and special comments are: 
Adams, Hastings and Kenesaw, 125 
species. Mrs. O. W. Ritchey for the 
Brooking Bird Club, Harold Turner. 
Robins stayed in unusual (for recent 
years) numbers, possibly because of 
abundant hackberries. The Pine 
Grosbeak was unusual. It was one 
individual in a flock of Purple 
Finches. Orchard Orioles, Bluebirds, 
and Nighthawks were scarce. 
Brown, Ainsworth, 110 species. 
Mrs. Edith Hurlbut. Two Towhees 
remained at her feedeT until N 0-
vember 15. A male robin with all 
white tail feathers was seen all 
summer. 
- Text continued on page 39 
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Scotts McPher- Lin- Brown Gree- Adams Lan- Doug- Ne-
Bluff son co]n ley caster Sarpy maha 
Horned Grebe N 16 o 12 
o 19 
Eared Grebe S 7 Jl 23 Au 23 
Jl 29 
Western Grebe Sp 19 M o 22 
Pied-billed Grebe Sp 28 S Sp 16 S - Au 3 Sp 27 
o 24 Sp 20 D 4 N J.6 
White Pelican Sp 6 N 22 
o 4 N 30 
Double-crested S - Sp 6 Sp 24 
COTIIlOrant JJ. 12 o 4 o 14 
Great Blue Heron S - S - Sp 22 S Sp 1 Jl 24 Jl 29 S - S -
N 7 Sp 14 Sp 23 o 22 o 26 Sp 15 
Green Heron Au 14 Jl 28 
o 4 
Little Blue Heron Jl 7 
Sp 7 
Black-crowned S - S - S -
Night Heron Au 16 Au 9 Sp 8 
Yellow-crowned S -
Night Heron Au 17 
Least Bittern Jl 29 
American Bittern Jl 16 
04 
Mute Swan Sp 5 
D 28 
Whistling Swan D 3 
D 12 
Canada Goose o 22 o 20 M Sp 16 o 18 o 1 o 10 
D 20 o 28 o 21 N 15 
White-fronted Goose N 22 
Snow Goose o 22 o 5 Sp 30 
N 15 D 1 N 24 
Blue Goose o 22 o 18 Sp 30 
D 4 D 1 N 24 
Mallard P S - P S Sp 16 S - Au3 011 S -
o 1 D 25 D 20 D 12 N 30 o 15 
Gadwall o 4 Au 7 Au 3 011 
o 16 N 15 N 30 
Pintail D 20 o 28 M Jl 2 Sp 30 
-W D 20 D 4 
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Scotts McPher- Lin- Brown Gree- Adams Lan- Ibug- Ne-
Bluff son coln ley caster Sarpy rnaha 
Green-winged Teal M Sp 14 Au 3 011 o 10 N 8 N 15 
Blue-winged Teal Au 10 S - Sp 16 S - Au 10 Au 13 o ;LO 
04 o 1 Sp 24 o 14 N 10 
Cinnarron Teal M Jl 2 
American Widgeon o 1 Sp 14 Sp 30 o 25 
021 N 30 N 22 
Shoveler Sp 16 Jl 2 o 14 o 25 
Sp 26 N 30 N 10 
W:>od Duck M Jl 1 o 4 S -
021 N 9 
Redhead D 7 Jl 2 o 14 
Jl 10 D 3 
Ring-necked Duck o 1 
D 3 
Canvasback D 20 M o 22 N 10 
D 4 N 22 
Lesser Scaup N 2 D 2 Jl 10 Sp 30 
N 22 o 4 D 3 
Cammon Goldeneye D 2 N 29 N 15 N 28 
D 20 D 3 
Bufflehead D 20 o 20 o 22 N 22 
N 25 D 3 
White-winged Seater N 2 
N 22 
Ruddy Duck o 1 o 22 o 7 
D 3 N 9 
Cammon Merganser D 20 M N21 
- W D 12 
Turkey Vulture o 7 Sp 24 S -
Sp 28 Sp 15 
Sharp-shinned Hawk Sp 16 o 3 
N 22 
Cooper I s Hawk o 5 
D 22 
Red-tailed Hawk P Sp 6 P Au 31 S - P P P 
N 17 D 20 
Red-shouldered Hawk P 
Broad-winged Hawk Jl 1 
N 9 
Swainson I s Hawk Sp 1 S - Au 31 Au 10 Au 10 
Au x o 3 
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Scotts McPher- Lin- Brcwn Gree- Adams Lan- Doug- Ne-
Bluff son coln ley caster Sarpy maha 
Rough-legged Hawk o 14 Au 3 021 
- W D 20 D 27 
Ferruginous Hawk o 8 
021 
Golden Eagle P D 31 D 22 
Bald Eagle o 28 D 25 W 
- W - W 
Marsh Hawk P Sp 14 P P P Sp 15 Sp 30 o 26 P 
Sp 24 D 31 N 15 N 28 
Osprey M Sp 16 Sp 30 
Prairie Falcon Sp 28 D 25 D 7 o 21 
o 20 
Pigeon Hawk D 20 Sp 1 
Sparrow Hawk P S - P S Au 31 P o 14 P P 
Sp 7 N 16 
Greater Prairie S N 15 P 
Chicken 
Sharp-tailed Grcuse P P P 
Bobwhite P P P P P P P P 
Ring-necked Pheasant P P P P P P P P P 
Chukar Jl 2 
N 22 
'furkey N 9 N 5 P P 
N22 
Sandhill Crane o 4 Sp 20 o 15 M o 12 
o 6 N 12 N 12 
Sora Sp 6 
o 4 
American Coot Sp 20 Sp 1 0 28 S Sp 16 S - Sp 17 o 5 
o 4 o 1 D 2 o 22 N 30 N 9 
Semipalmated Plover Jl 24 
Sp 1 
Piping Plover Au 27 
Killdeer S - S - S - S Au 31 P S - S - S -
o 4 Sp 19 o 16 D 3 N 16 o 15 
American Golden o 4 
Plover 
Black-bellied Plover - Au 23 
American WOodcock o 12 
o 19 
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Scotts McPher- Lin- Brown Gree- Adams Lan- Doug- Ne-
Bluff son coIn ley caster .sarpy rnaha 
Ccmnon Snipe o 4 Sp 18 Sp 30 N 1 
D 20 o 13 N 15 
Long-billed Curlew S - S 
Au 12 
Upland Plover S - S - S Jl 4 
Sp 19 Jl 22 
Spotted Sandpiper Jl 28 Au 6 
Sp 17 Sp 6 
Solitary Sandpiper M Sp 7 Jl 24 
Sp 3 
Willet Sp 1 
Greater Yellowlegs Jl 2 Jl 22 Sp 6 
Sp 17 Sp 1 
Lesser Yellowlegs Sp 5 Au 10 Jl 22 o 18 
04 Sp 17 o 4 
Pectoral Sandpiper M Jl 29 Au 21 
o 4 Sp 20 
Baird's Sandpiper 04 Jl 22 
Au 3 
Least Sandpiper M Sp 18 Au 7 
Au 27 
Dunlin o 22 
Short-billed o 17 
Dowitcher 
Long-billed Jl 29 
Dowitcher Au 27 
Dowitcher sp. N 6 
Stilt Sandpiper Jl 24 
SemipaJmated Jl 22 
Sandpiper o 17 
Sanderling Au 6 
04 
American Avocet Jl 11 Jl 7 Au 23 
o 22 
Wilson's Phalarope Sp 1 M Jl 1 Jl 24 
Sp 18 Au 23 
Herring Gull D 20 o 2 
N 22 
Ring-billed Gull S - S - o 1 o 5 
D21 D 2 N21 N 30 
Franklin's Gull S - S - S 011 o 25 
o 20 Sp 11 N 22 
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Scotts McPher- Lin- Brown Gree- Adams Lan- Doug- Ne-
Bluff son coln ley caster Sarpy maha 
Forster's Tern Au 10 Au 10 
Corrmon Tern Sp 9 
o 14 
Least Tern Au 7 Jl 
Black Tern Jl 17 Jl 10 Jl 10 Au 15 
Sp 14 Sp 13 Sp 1 Sp 13 
Rock Dove P P S P P P P P 
Mourning Dove S - S - S - S Au 31 P P S - P 
D 20 Sp 8 N 1 N 22 
Yellow-billed S - S - S - S - S - S - S -
Cuckoo Jl 23 Jl 13 Au 5 Sp 6 Sp 3 011 Sp 1 
Black-billed S - S Au 28 S - Jl 5 
Cuckoo Au 5 Sp 1 Au 6 
Barn Owl S 
Screech Owl P Sp 10 P Sp 6 Jl 10 Sp 7 P 
Sp 15 o 7 o 3 
Great Horned Owl P P P P P P P P P 
Burrowing Owl S - S P 
Sp 28 
Barred Owl P P 
Short-eared Owl D 6 
D 10 
Saw-whet Owl Jl 28 




Corrmon Nighthawk S - Au 19 S - S Sp 10 Sp 16 S - S - S -
Sp 27 Au 22 Jl 21 o 2 Sp 25 o 8 Sp 30 
Chinmey Swift S - S - S - S - S - S -
Au 6 Au 30 011 o 18 021 o 3 
White-throated S -
Swift Au 8 
Ruby-throated Au 7 Au 17 Sp 14 S - S -
Hummingbird Au 8 Au 31 Sp 13 Sp 8 
Broad-tailed Au 1 
Hurrmingbird 
Belted Kingfisher P S - S P P S - S -
Sp 14 o 4 N 22 
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Scotts McPher- Lin- Brown Gree- Adams Lan- Doug- Ne-
Bluff son coln ley caster Sarpy maha 
Flicker P Sp 29 S - P P P P P P 
o 19 N 1 
Red-bellied P P P 
Woodpecker 
Red-headed S - Au 26 S - S Sp 1 S - S - S - S -
Woodpecker Sp 6 Au 31 Sp 5 Sp 15 Sp 25 Sp 21 N 5 
Yellow-bellied o 16 o 12 
Sapsucker D 15 
Hairy Wocdpecker P P P P P P P 
Downy Woodpecker P Sp 29 P P P P P P P 
o 1 
Eastern Kingbird S - S - S - S Au 31 S - S - S - S -
Sp 3 Sp 6 Sp 15 Sp 10 Sp 17 Sp 21 Sp 15 
Western Kingbird S - S - S - S Au 31 S - S - S - S -
Sp 3 Sp 8 Sp 22 Sp 3 Au 23 Au 21 Au 5 
Cassin's Kingbird Sp 3 
Great Crested S - S - S -
Flycatcher Sp 18 Sp 10 Au 1 
Eastern Phoebe S S - S - S -
o 13 o 5 Au 1 
Say's Phoebe S - Au 31 
Sp 1 
Acadian Flycatcher Jl 7 
Jl 11 
Empidonax sp. Au 23 Au 24 Au 21 
Sp 7 
Eastern Wocd Pewee S - S - S -
Au 16 Sp 10 Au 15 
Western Wocd Pewee S -
Sp 6 
Horned Lark P P P P P D 20 Au 7 P 
D 29 D 12 
Tree Swallow Sp 16 
Bank Swallow S 0 1 Sp 11 Jl 5 
Sp 15 Jl 31 
Rough-winged S - S Jl 22 Sp 15 
Swallow Jl 12 
Barn Swallow S - S - S - S Au 31 S - S - S - S -
o 4 Sp 24 Sp 28 o 4 o 14 o 4 Jl 1 
Cliff Swallow S - S - S Jl 22 Jl 16 Jl 31 
o 4 Sp 28 o 1 Sp 20 
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Scotts McPher- Lin- Brown Gree- Adams Lan- Doug- Ne-
Bluff son coln ley caster Sarpy maha 
Purple Martin S - S S - S - S - S -
Au x Sp 20 Au 22 o 4 Sp 16 
Blue Jay P o 19 S - P P P P P P 
N 24 
Steller's Jay D 20 
Black-billed Magpie P P P P P 
Cornmon Crow P Sp 14 P P P P P P P 
PiTIon Jay P 
Clark's Nutcracker Sp 4 N 9 
Sp 28 
Black-capped P P P P P P P P 
Chickadee 
Mountain Chickadee o 6 
D 29 
TUfted Titmouse P P 
White-breasted D 20 o 18 W P Sp 9 S - P P 
Nuthatch - W N 3 - W o 4 
Red-breasted P Sp 14 W D 31 o 29 Sp 14 o 3 
Nuthatch Sp 22 - W - W N 22 
Brown Creeper W W o 14 Sp 25 o 3 
D21 N 21 - W 
House Wren S - Sp 1 S - S Au 31 S - S - S - S -
Sp 7 Sp 11 Sp 15 011 Sp 7 o 8 o 5 
Winter Wren o 31 
- W 
Carolina Wren P P 
Long-billed M Sp 21 
Marsh Wren 
Rock Wren S -
o 12 
Mockingbird o 1 
Catbird S - Sp 10 S Sp 1 S - S - S - S -
Sp 27 Sp 24 Sp 27 Sp 20 N 10 Sp 15 
Brown Thrasher S - S - S - S Sp 1 S - S - S- S -
Sp 23 Sp 25 Sp 24 D 20 N21 N 19 Sp 15 
Robin P S - S - P P P P P P 
N 9 N 24 
Wood Thrush S Sp 8 S - S -
All 13 Jl 31 
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Scotts McPher- Lin- Brown Gree- Adams Lan- Doug- Ne-
Bluff son coln ley caster Sarpy maha 
Hermit Thrush o 13 
o 19 
Swainson's Thrush Sp 16 Sp 15 Sp 16 Sp 5 
Sp 17 Sp 23 o 4 
Eastern Bluebird S - S Sp 16 Sp 10 S - P P 
N 27 o 25 Sp 25 
Mountain Bluebird S -
o 10 
Townsend's Sp 21 Sp 18 N 20 
Solitaire -W D 5 
Golden-crowned o 4 M o 29 o 4 o 5 
Kinglet N 15 D 17 N13 D 27 
Ruby-crowned o 1 M Sp 16 o 14 Sp 30 o 3 
Kinglet o 17 D 20 N 20 N 4 
Water Pipit Sp 20 
o 10 
Sprague's Pipit Sp 23 o 1 
o 21 
Bohemian Waxwing D 20 o 31 
- W 
Cedar Waxwing 011 Sp 17 W o 31 o 6 o 2 D 15 
- W Sp 18 D 20 N 30 - W 
Northern Shrike o 19 D 25 
- W - W 
Loggernead Shrike S - Au 29 S - Sp 16 S - S - S -
Sp 3 D 29 o 26 o 1 J1 5 
Starling P P P P P P P P P 
Bell's Vireo S - S Sp 8 S - S -
Jl 17 Jl 10 Sp7 
Yellow-throated S S -
Vireo Sp 6 
Solitary Vireo Sp 18 
Red-eyed Vireo S - Au 24 S - S Sp 26 S -
Jl 12 Sp 9 Sp 3 Sp 28 Sp 7 
Warbling Vireo Sp 18 S - S S - S - S -
J1 17 Sp 10 Jl 10 ' Sp 23 
Black-and-white M o 3 Sp 6 Jl 23 
Warbler 
Orange-crowned Sp 4 Sp 18 Sp 16 Sp 19 Sp 19 Sp 27 
Warbler o 18 o 14 o 16 
Nashville Warbler Sp 14 Sp 7 
o 1 o 8 
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Scotts McPher- Lin- Brown Gree- Adams Lan- Doug- Ne-
Bluff son coln ley caster Sarpy maha 
Yellow Warbler S - Au 29 S - S Sp 16 S -
Au 10 Au 30 Au 20 Jl 23 
Magnolia Warbler o 24 
Myrtle Warbler 04 Sp 16 M Sp 29 Sp 26 o 4 o 19 o 6 o 25 N 20 D 18 
Audubon's Warbler 04 Sp 13 
o 17 
Black-throated o 31 Sp 29 
Green Warbler 
Cerulean Warbler S -
Jl 7 
Bay-breasted Warbler - o 1 
Blackpoll Warbler Sp 16 M 
Ovenbird Au 24 S -




Kentucky Warbler S -
o 8 
Mourning Warbler Sp 30 011 
MacGilli way's 04 
Warbler 
Yellowthroat S - S - S Sp 16 S - S - S -
Au 4 Au 11 Au 24 Sp 10 Au 9 
Yellow-breasted Chat - Sp 2 S -
Sp 11 Aul3 
Wilson's Warbler Sp 3 Sp 5 Au 24 o 19 o 18 Sp 7 
Canada Warbler Sp 18 Sp 15 Sp 7 
American Redstart Au 22 S Au3 S -
Sp 11 Sp 26 Sp 10 
House Sparrow P P P P P P P P P 
Bobolink S - S -
Au 31 Jl 22 
Eastern Meadowlark o 22 S - P 
Au 6 
Meadowlark sp. p 
Western Meadowlark P S - P P P P P S - P 
Sp 24 o 18 
Yellow-headed S - P S - S Jl 16 Au 10 S -
Blackbird o 4 Au 11 N 24 Jl 23 
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Scotts McPer- Lin- Brown Gree- Adams Lan- Doug- Ne-
Bluff son coIn ley caster Sarpy maha 
Redwinged P P P S P S - S - S - S -
Blackbird D 31 o 4 D 27 N 20 
Orchard Oriole S - S - S - S S - S - S - S -
Jl 12 Sp 1 Au 8 Au 11 Jl 22 Sp 1 Au 10 
Baltimore Oriole S - S Sp 1 S - S - S - S -
Sp 7 Sp 11 Sp 6 Sp 10 Au 15 
Bullock's Oriole S - S 
o 3 
Rusty Blackbird Jl 10 o 17 N 16 
o 22 D 27 
Brewer's Blackbird o 4 o 4 
D 20 
Carrmon Grackle S - S - S - S Sp 3 S - S - S - S -
o 4 N 9 N 27 D 20 o 4 D 27 o 15 
Brown-headed S - S S - S Sp 1 S - S - S - S -
Cowbird S 7 N 27 N 14 o 4 D 27 Sp 20 
Scarlet Tanager S -
Au 5 
Cardinal P P P P P P P 
Rose-breasted S S - S - S -
Grosbeak Sp 7 Sp 23 Jl 31 
Black-headed S - o 1 
Grosbeak Jl 31 
Blue Grosbeak S - S Jl 28 S -
Au 31 Au 4 Sp 20 
Indigo Bunting S S - S - S -
Au 16 Sp 23 Jl 31 
Lazuli Bunting S -
Au 2 
Dickcissel S - S - S Au 31 S - S - S - S -
Jl 17 Au 5 Au 10 Au 24 Au 21 Au 16 
Evening Grosbeak Sp 28 M D 27 
Purple Finch N 24 N 13 o 31 
D21 - W - W 
House Finch P 
Pine Grosbeak N 8 W D 7 N 13 
-w D 15 
Canmon Redpoll D 30 N21 
- W D 20 
Pine Siskin P 021 W D 31 N 10 o 1 o 8 
o 26 - W D 20 D 12 - W 
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Scotts McPher- Lin- Brown Gree- Adams Lan- Doug- Ne-
Bluff son coln ley caster Sarpy maha 
American Goldfinch P Au 31 P P P P P P P 
- W 
Red Crossbill P Jl 27 N 28 o 20 
o 27 -w 
White-winged N 24 
Crossbill - W 
Green-tailed Towhee Sp 6 
Rufous-sided Towhee S - Sp 29 S - S o 13 P S -
Sp 28 011 o 5 D 31 Jl 31 
Lark Bunting S - S - S - S Au 31 S -
Sp 21 Au 26 Au 31 Au 14 
Savannah Sparrow Sp 17 Sp 23 o 22 o 4 
o 21 o 19 
Grasshopper Sparrow S - Au 31 Sp 23 Jl 28 Jl 19 
Sp 7 Au 21 
Baird's SpClI"'rrW Sp 7 Sp 23 
Le Conte's Sparrow Sp 16 o 21 
Vesper Sparrow S - S - Sp 5 Sp 3 o 8 o 4 
04 Sp llf o 15 N 16 
Lark SpClI"'rrW S - Au 16 S - S Sp 1 Sp 20 
o 4 Jl 23 o 19 
Slate-colored Junco 0 4 o 9 N 8 W D 31 Sp 24 o 6 o 4 o 20 
- W - W - W - W - W - W - W 
Oregon Junco o 4 o 9 Sp 27 W D 31 D 6 o 14 N 16 
- W - W - W - W - W - W 
Tree Sparrow o 5 o 25 N 8 W D 25 o 3 o 22 o 31 N 6 
- W - W -w - w - W N 16 - W - W 
Chipping SpClI"'rrW S - Sp 6 Sp 17 S o 8 S - S -
o 4 o 4 o 6 o 15 Au 3 Au 2 
Clay-colored Sp 17 Sp 6 Sp 17 o 4 o 19 
Sparrow o 4 Sp 7 Sp 22 
Brewer's Sparrow Sp 1 
Sp 7 
Field Sparrow S - S - S Sp o 4 S - S -
Sp 13 o 26 Jl 19 Jl 31 
Harris' Sparrow o 22 o 17 M D 31 N 12 o 22 o 19 o 15 
-w N 9+ - W - W - W - W - W 
White-crowned o 4 Sp 30 N 6 N 14 N 10 
Sparrow - W o 10 D 27 
White-throated o 14 Sp 27 
Sparrow N 22 -w 
Fox Sparrow o 31 
N 29 
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Scotts McPher- Lin-
Bluff son coln 
Lincoln's Sparrow o 4 Sp 25 
Song Sparrow Sp 11 
Lapland Longspur 
Snow Bunting 
Dawes, Chadron. (Not shown in 
the tabulation.) Doris Gates pro-
vided these last dates: Killdeer, 
October 4; Mourning Dove, October 
16; Poor-will, October 7; Common 
Nighthawk, September 9; Rock 
Wren, October 15; Common Grackle 
October 1; and Rufous-sided Towhee, 
September 16. 
Douglas-Sal'py, Omaha and Belle-
vue, 153 species. Carl H. Swanson, 
Mrs. Marie Pluta for Omaha Bird 
Club, and R. G. Cortelyou, (report-
ers), Roger Sharpe, Mrs. Catherine 
Nelson, Mrs. E. O. Goodson. Isolated 
early records not shown in the tabu-
lation are Pied-billed Grebe, August 
21; Red Crossbill, August 17; Sa-
vannah Sparrow August 6; and a 
Song Sparrow heard by Mr. Swan-
son on Jaly 11. Similar late records 
are Eastern Phoebe, October 5 ; 
Brown Thrasher, December 27; Yel-
low Warbler, September 27; Balti-
more Oriole, December 15 at a 
feeder); Dickcissel, October 4; Chip-
ping Sparrow, October 5. The Whip-
poor-will was seen in Fontenelle 
Forest in daylight, the second such 
daylight observation in the Forest 
by R. G. Cortelyou in about eighteen 
years. They almost certainly are 
present every year but none of the 
observers reporting makes a point to 
go out at night to listen for them. 
Greeley, Greeley, 75 species. Scott 
Moody. These observations were 
made during three weeks in Septem-
ber and two weeks in December 
when Mr. Moody was home from 
Brcwn Gree- Adams Lan- Doug- Ne-
ley caster Sarpy maha 
o 4 
o 19 
M 02l Sp 30 o 7 o 21 
N 12 N 26 D 26 - W 
W D 20 D 27 
W N 15 
college, and so are not beginmng 
or ending dates. 
Lancaster, Lincoln, 157 species. 
Shirley and Howard Doole and Mrs. 
Marie Pluta. The Least Bittern was 
seen at the Nature Center; the 
Whistling Swans - one adult and 
two immatures - were seen at Paw-
nee Lake, and the Osprey at Stage-
coach Lake. The Saw-whet Owl was 
seen perched on a bare pine branch 
about ten feet from the Doole's living 
room window. A call heard for some 
time during a rain on August 20 
was checked against the National 
Geographic record and seemed sim-
ilar to that of the Saw-whet Owl. 
Lincoln, Hershey, 94 species. Mrs. 
M. A. Cox. The Clarke's Nutcracker 
was seen by four people at a dis-
tance of about twenty-five feet, with 
ample time for careful observation. 
McPherson, Tryon, 87 species. 
Mrs. Oona Bassett. Mrs. Bassett left 
for the winter on November 9. The 
Upland Plovers, Dickcissels, and 
White-crowned Sparrows seemed 
fewer than usual. 
Nemaha, Auburn and Peru, 75 
species, Mrs. B. F. Mowery, Mrs. 
E. E. Peck, and Ida May Heywood. 
The Mallard was on Auburn City 
Lake. 
Sarpy, see Douglas. 
Scotts Bluff, Scottsbluff, 122 spe-
cies. Mrs. Roy Witschy (reporter) , 
Mrs. Alvin Vance, Mrs. J. J. Bra-
shear. Comments on the Mute Swan 
were given with the report of the 
Christmas Count (NBR 38: 14). 
Nebraska Ornithologists' Union. Inc. 
Sl09 'Underwood Avenue 
Omaha. Nebraska 68132 





Permit: No. 716 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Dragonfly Migrations Observed in Nebraska in 1969 ____________________________________ 22 
Sandhill Cranes ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 23 
The Sixty-ninth Annual Meeting ________________________________________________________________________ 26 
1969 (Twelfth) Fall Occurrence Report ____________________________________________________________ 2.7 
Notes ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 40 
NOTES 
AMERICAN WOODCOCK. On 
Sunday, June 14, 1970 I flushed an 
American Woodcock, Philophelia 
minor, while hiking in Fontenelle 
Forest. It emerged from the brush 
contiguous with the swamp-marsh, 
just to the northeast of the railroad 
tracks and between them and where 
the stream enters the marsh. The 
time was approximately 10 :45 A.M. 
The bird flew directly off of the 
muddy trail in which it was prob-
ing, about five yards in front of me. 
lt flew to about fifteen feet almost 
vertically, and then flew somewhat 
slowly southeastward and landed in 
a heavy bullrush and cattail growth. 
We tried to flush it again but 
couldn't. 
-J. M. Malkowski. Omaha 
CAPE MAY WARBLER. On May 
10, 1970 I was birding on the Blue 
River in southern Polk County when 
I noticed an unusual warbler that I 
hadn't seen before. It was extremely 
tame and its song was thin and 
high-pitched. I didn't recognize it 
so went to my car and got my Peter-
son's Guide. The bird matched the 
picture of the Cape May Warbler 
perfectly, with wide white wing 
patches, chestnut cheeks, yellow 
rump, and fine black streaks on a 
yellow breast. It stayed close by 
while I checked and rechecked the 
picture and description. After I was 
fully satisfied that it really was a 
Cape May Warbler I left, with the 
bird still in the same tree. That is 
what I call real bird cooperation. 
-Lee Morris, Benedict 
WINTERING BIRDS. I believe 
it was due to the large supply of 
hackberries and cedar berries that 
the Robins, Cedar Waxwings, and 
Pine Siskins were in such abund-
dance all winter. I had never seen 
so many Redpolls before. The Cedar 
Waxwings were in flocks of fifty or 
more at times. 
-Eva Mae Kieborz, Merna 
